
 

RISK ASSESSMENT 

Assessment Title: General Use of Tools & Equipment  

Reference Number: GRA008.01 

Company Name: Oakbank Waste Management Ltd 

Department / Location: Garage  

Risk Assessment Matrix  

Risk Ratings Highlighted in ‘Orange’ are to be discussed– potential improvements. Risk Ratings Highlighted in ‘Red’ need immediate action. 

Risk = Likelihood x Consequence  
(Multiply ‘X’ axis by ‘Y’ axis) 
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Catastrophic (5) 5 10 15 20 25 

1 – 4  Acceptable  Major (4) 4 8 12 16 20 

5 – 9  Adequate  Moderate (3) 3 6 9 12 15 

10 – 15  Tolerable  Minor (2) 2 4 6 8 10 

16 – 25  Unacceptable  Insignificant (1) 1 2 3 4 5 

 
Remote (1) Unlikely (2) Possible (3) Probable (4) Certain (5) 

Likelihood (X) 

Any queries arising from this risk assessment shall be addressed immediately with Line Management / Health & Safety Manager 

  



 

Hazard(s) 
Risks of Harm Persons at Risk Risk Rating(s) Existing Control Measures 

Residual Risk 
Rating(s)  

Related to hazard 
identified 

Persons at risk from 
identified hazards 

X Y R 
Existing controls measures implemented when carrying out task 

or using associated plant / tooling 
X Y R 

Damaged / unsafe / 
unsuitable equipment 

Cuts, crushes, or 
electric shock due to 
malfunction or failure 

during use. 

Operator and any 
person in the vicinity 

3 4  12   

• Competent person to assess the task and determine 
what type of tool(s) / piece of equipment will be 
required to complete the task. 

• Only suitable equipment is to be used. 

• Any tool / piece of equipment which is to be used is to 
be visually inspected (by the user) before use. 

• Damaged / defected equipment is to be removed from 
service and should not be used. 

• Tools / equipment should only be used for their 
intended purpose and as per the manufacturer’s 
instructions. 

2  3  6 

Electrical Equipment  

Electric shock through 
use of damaged / 
faulty electrical 

equipment  

Operator and any 
person in the vicinity 

3 4  12    

• Pre-use check to be carried out, importance placed on 
cable, plug, cable clamping and tool body condition.   

• Any faults to be reported immediately to Management 
and tool taken out of service until rectified.   

• Where possible low voltage or 110-volt tools to be 
used or a Residual Current Device (RCD) used to 
protect the circuit.   

• Tools / electrical equipment must not be used in wet / 
damp atmospheres. 

• All tools must be included in the company PAT testing 
programme and tested as per set schedules. 

• Where possible the use of extension cables / strip / 
multi-adaptors is to be avoided. 

• Cables to be fully unwound before use to prevent 
overheating. 

• Loads / appliances connected to any extension cable / 
adaptor to be continually monitored. 

2  3  6  

Sharp Edges / Cutting 
Tools 

Cuts, lacerations and 
punctures from cutting 

tools 
Operators  4 4  16  

• When operating handheld tools operator must be 
aware of cutting parts and keep hands and body parts 
away from them. 

• Handheld tooling must be used with suitable handles / 
grips attached to prevent undue movement / snatching 
of tool when in work. 

• Correct guards must be in place on equipment and 
must not be bypassed. 

• The correct level of PPE to be used by operators. 

2  3  6  



 

Hazard(s) 
Risks of Harm Persons at Risk Risk Rating(s) Existing Control Measures 

Residual Risk 
Rating(s)  

Related to hazard 
identified 

Persons at risk from 
identified hazards 

X Y R 
Existing controls measures implemented when carrying out task 

or using associated plant / tooling 
X Y R 

Moving / Rotating Parts 

Cuts, abrasions due to 
contact with moving 

parts. Potential 
entanglement leading 

to amputations 

Operators 4 4  16  

• Only competent / trained Engineer / Fitters / Operators 
to use equipment.  

• All equipment is to be properly maintained with any 
defects reported to management immediately. 

• Ensure all guards are in place and in the correct 
position. 

• No loose clothing or jewellery to be worn. Where staff 
have long hair, it should be tied back. 

• Keeps / Tool Rests to be adjusted correctly each time 
the unit is used (bench grinder). 

• Operator to be aware that some components may 
continue rotating after the equipment has been 
switched off. 

• Ensure all moving parts have stopped, the power has 
been isolated, and the equipment cannot be turned on 
again if performing any adjustments / maintenance. 

2  3  6  

Hot Working  
Fire / Burns from hot 

parts / ejected 
materials 

Operator and any 
person in the vicinity 

3 5 15  

• Operators to be aware that certain parts / surfaces 
may become hot during and after use. 

• Where necessary allow hot components to adequately 
cool before touching. 

• Suitable gloves to be worn at all times. 

• Allow fuel driven equipment to sufficiently cool before 
performing refuelling tasks. 

• Avoid touching potentially hot surfaces. 

• Maintain an adequate distance from equipment which 
produce hot steam / smoke. 

• Do not leave hot equipment / parts unattended. 

• All equipment to be regularly maintained in line with 
manufacturer’s instructions.  

• Hot work permit to be in place for any hot works 
undertaken out with designated area and in a high-risk 
area. 

• Work area and operation to be planned, all 
combustible and flammable materials to be moved 
from area / covered, if doubt exists a second person to 
supervise and be available with firefighting equipment 
if necessary 

1 5 5  



 

Hazard(s) 
Risks of Harm Persons at Risk Risk Rating(s) Existing Control Measures 

Residual Risk 
Rating(s)  

Related to hazard 
identified 

Persons at risk from 
identified hazards 

X Y R 
Existing controls measures implemented when carrying out task 

or using associated plant / tooling 
X Y R 

Hand Arm Vibration 
(HAV) 

Hand Arm Vibration 
Syndrome related 

effects resulting from 
continuous use 

Operators 3 3  9  

• Only trained / authorized persons to operate vibrating 
tools. 

• HAV Assessments carried out for all tools and 
information published on HAV notice board in the 
Workshop. 

• The best available equipment (with low vibration 
ratings) used for all processes. 

• Regular breaks to be taken by operator. 

• Regular health surveillance carried out and 
appropriate action carried out where required. 

2 3  6    

Noise  
Noise exposure 

causing acute and 
chronic hearing injury 

Operator and any 
person in the vicinity 

2 3  6   

• Equipment to be regularly serviced and maintained in 
accordance with manufacturer’s guidelines. 

• Operator and anyone in the vicinity to wear suitable 
hearing protection when equipment is in use. 

• Noise levels monitored as required, action taken 
where levels are excessive.  

• Cutting tools in good working order to reduce noise / 
friction. 

1 3  3   

General Work Area 
 

(Slips, Trips & Falls) 

Slips, trips or falls 
through poor 
housekeeping 

practices  

Any persons entering 
the work area 

3 3  9  

• Work area to be planned to minimise slip, trip, fall risk. 

• All trailing cables must be kept to a minimum and the 
shortest distance possible used.   

• Cables must be cleared away after job completion. 

• Trailing cables must not be used across walkways / 
escape routes. 

• Good housekeeping standards to be maintained at all 
times. 

• Adequate lighting to be available in the work area. 

2 3  6     

 


